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MARSHALL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING 


‘WE FEEL SO MUCH LOVE’ 


Brian Cope, right, talks about his son, 15-year-old Preston, who was shot and killed during Tuesday’s shooting at Marshall 


County High School. He sits with his other son, Maddox, and his wife, Teresa. SAM UPSHAW JR./CJ 


Columbine, Heath survivors offer help to students 


Morgan Watkins 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Brittney Thomas was 15 years old 
when a peer opened fire on her prayer 
circle at Heath High School in Paducah 
20 years ago — the same age as the two 
students who were killed this week in 
a shooting at nearby Marshall County 
High School. 

Eighteen other students were 
injured during Tuesday’s attack in 
Benton, Kentucky, and many others 


also were traumatized by the experi- 
ence. The survivors join an ever-grow- 
ing group of people who have lived 
through mass shootings at schools and 
other locations around America. 

Now Thomas is ready — along with 
survivors of the 1999 Columbine High 
School massacre in Colorado — to 
embrace the students of Marshall 
County and their families during the 
hard months and years ahead. 

“When the shooting happened to 


in Lexington. “We’ll kind of wait for 
that fog to lift, and then we’re just 
ready and waiting for them, for what- 
ever it is they may need.” 

Amy Over — a Columbine survivor 
who is part of The Rebels Project, an 
all-volunteer nonprofit organization 
that supports survivors of mass trau- 
ma — was in Paducah recently for the 
20-year anniversary of the Heath High 
shooting. The news about Marshall 
County hit her hard. 


me, I just couldn’t comprehend any- 
thing,” said Thomas, now 35 and living 


See SURVIVORS, Page 10A 


Family of slain 
15-year-old 
turns to faith 
after tragedy 


Darcy Costello 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


BENTON, Ky. - Brian Cope knew it 
was his son when he saw the Nike 
socks. 

The scene was chaotic — paramedics, 
first responders, worried parents — but 
when he saw the socks as he peered 
into an ambulance, he knew. He’d laid 
them out for Preston the night before. 

Not long afterward, the sophomore 
was airlifted to Nashville’s Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center, one of five 
shooting victims to be flown to Tennes- 
see. Sixteen were shot in all, two stu- 
dents killed, by a 15-year-old Marshall 
County High School student who 
opened fire Tuesday morning. Four oth- 
ers were injured fleeing the violence. 

Preston Cope, 15, died during the 
flight en route to the hospital, his father 
said, after he was shot in the head and 
the hand. 

But both of his parents made it to the 
school, speeding past other cars and 
running red lights, in time to tell him 
goodbye as he lay ona stretcher with his 
head bandaged — in time to tell him 
they loved him. 

“There’s so many obstacles that 
could have prevented me from getting 
there. I could’ve been in a wreck, I 
could’ve had a flat tire, anything,” Cope 
said. “But I’m firm in my faith that God 
guided us safely through all of that to 
get us there, so we could speak to our 
baby and just let him know we loved 
him.” 

Tuesday’s mass shooting has shak- 


See FAITH, Page 10A 


Bill to fix divorce law passes committee 


Spouses wouldn't have to 
pay partner’s attorney fee 


Deborah Yetter 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — A legislative 
panel on Thursday swiftly approved a 
bill to fix an obscure provision of state 
law that forced a woman seeking to 
divorce her abusive spouse to pay for his 


@ usa TODAY 


A new immigration proposal floated by the 


White House includes $25 billion for wall. 1B 
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lawyer because he was in prison for 
nearly killing her. 

“My husband decided to beat me 
black and blue,’ Jeanette McCue, a 
Washington County woman told the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. “He put a 
gun to my head and pulled the trigger. 
Thank God, I’m here.” 

The committee voted unanimously to 
pass Senate Bill 68, sponsored by Sen. 
Morgan McGarvey, a Louisville Demo- 
crat, after just a few minutes of testimo- 
ny, leaving a grateful McCue in tears. 


On the chopping block 


U of L’s funding for lung cancer research could be 
among programs cut under Bevin’s budget. Metro, 3A 


Call Joffe 


“Maybe I can actually help someone 
else,’ McCue said. “Weve got people 
who don’t have a voice. This was horri- 
ble but maybe some good is going to 
come out of it.” 

Members of the committee appeared 
happy to act on the bill. 

“This is one of those loopholes that 
sometimes crop up,” said committee 
Chairman Sen. Whitney Westerfield, a 
Hopkinsville Republican. “This is a good 
one to close.” 

In McCue’s case, she got caught ina 


Weather 


and to see how you qualify for $295 LASIK 


High 60° X Low 46° 
Warmer. Forecast, 2A 


provision of state law that requires a 
party suing someone incarcerated to 
pay for a court-appointed lawyer for the 
inmate, who is considered indigent. 

But McCue was astonished to learn 
from her lawyer, Cassie Chambers, that 
included cases where a victim of spouse 
abuse was seeking a divorce from a 
spouse incarcerated over the abuse. 

“In the process of trying to get 
divorced, I was told, ‘maam, youre 


See DIVORCE, Page 6A 
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